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reality ' as the snake in the rope ; because the serpent
too has a certain reality in that something is seen
although misapprehended. When the knowledge of
the rope becomes negative, the knowledge of the
snake becomes positive, and vice versa \ but the fact
that you see only one does not prove that the other
is non-existent. The idea of the world is an obstruc-
tion covering the idea of God and is to be removed ;

but it does have an existence.

Sankara says again that perception is the last proof of
existence. It is self-effulgent and self-conscious, be-
cause to go beyond the senses we should still need
perception. Perception is independent of the senses,
of all instruments, unconditioned. There can be no
perception without consciousness ; perception has self-
luminosity, which in a lesser degree is called conscious"
^ ness. Not one act of perception can be unconscious;

in fact, consciousness is the nature of perception.
Existence and perception are one thing, not two things
Opined together. That which needs no cause is infinite;

so since perception is the last proof of itself, it is eter-
nal. It is always subjective ; perception itself is its
''own perceiver.  Perception is not in the mind, but
^.perception brings mind.  It is absolute, the only
knower; so perception is really the Atman. Perception